Overview of national treatment guidelines for common respiratory tract infections.
CAP, ABECB, and AOM are common community-acquired infections accounting for many office visits and many prescriptions for antibacterial agents. In addition, bacterial resistance to common antibacterial agents is on the rise and is related to antibacterial usage rates. Therefore, careful consideration is required before prescribing an antibacterial agent for a patient suspected of having one of these infections. Whenever possible, preventive strategies, including immunization, smoking cessation, and the correction of underlying anatomic defects, should be considered. Before prescribing an antibiotic, the provider should determine that the criteria for antibacterial usage are met in the patient. If an antibiotic must be used, then one should be selected that has a chance of curing the patient and preserving the sensitivity pattern of the community.